
DOESVIREO GILVUS SWAINSONII OCCURIN UTAH?

Gary L. Worthen'

While attempting to subspecifically identify a series of forty-two

Warbling Vireos collected in south central, western Utah for a recent

work (Worthen, 1968). a problem of subspecific distribution be-

came apparent. Twomey (1942), Woodbury and Russell (1945),
Behle (1948), Woodbury, Cottam, and Sugden, (1949). Behle

(1955), A.O.U. Check-list Committee (1957). Behle. (1958). and
Behle (1960), state that Vireo gilvus swainsonii Baird occurs or may
occur in Utah. Most of these authors designate the subspecies as a

migrant but some record it as a summer resident in certain localized

areas of the state.

I examined a series of 200 birds in the collection of the Univer-
sity of Utah and can find little evidence that V.g. swainsonii occurs

in Utah. It should be pointed out, however, that I have not examined
any topotypes or any specimens positively identified as V. g. swain-

sonii. Characteristics were used that were given by the original de-

scriber (Oberholser, 1932) and by Sibley (1940).
Virtually all specimens in the University of Utah Museum that

have been identified as V. g. swainsonii are birds taken in August
and September in fresh fall plumage. Furthermore, six of the seven

birds taken by myself in August (Worthen. 1968) have character-

istics of V. g. swainsonii. There is a decided paucity of birds taken

in spring in the collection of the University of Utah referable to

^'swainsonii". These data present two possible hypotheses: that this

subspecies commonly migrates south through Utah but usually mi-

grates north by some other route, or that the observed relationship

is caused by something other than patterns of migration. If the lat-

ter is true the factors which seem to be responsible are those dealing

with molt and wear of plumage. Bent (1950:366) states that,

There is a partial postjuvenal molt, beginning early in Au-
gust, which involves the contour plumage, and the wing coverts,

but not the rest of the wings nor the tail. This produces a first

winter plumage which is practically indistinguishable from the

winter plumage of the adult, greener above and more buffy

white below than the previous plumage.

Dr. Dwight says that the nuptial plumage is acquired by
wear, but Ned Dearborn (1907) found March and April speci-

mens of the western race undergoing a scattered molt on the

head and breast.

It seems apparent that the fresh fall plumage of the resident sub-

species {V. g. leucopolius (Oberholser)) would more closely approx-

imate the characteristics of V. g. swainsonii than breeding birds of
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V. g. leucopolius in worn and faded plumage. It is, therefore, my
contention that most (if not all) of the ''swainsonn' in the collec-

tion of University of Utah are misidentified through confusion of

variation in seasonal plumage with subspecific variation and are, in

actuality, birds assignable to V. g. leucopolius in fresh fall plumage.

Literature Cited

American Ornithologists' Union. 1957. Check-list of North American
birds (5th Ed). Amer. Ornithologists' Union, Baltimore, Maryland. 691 p.

Behle. W. H. 1948. Birds observed in April along the Colorado River from
EQte to Lee's Ferry. Auk, 65:303-306.

. 1955. The birds of the Deep Creek Mountains of central western
Utah. Univ. Utah Biol. Ser., 11 (4): 1-34.

. 1958. The birds of the Raft River Mountains, northwestern Utah.
Univ. Utah Biol. Ser., 11 (6): 1-40.

1960. Problems of distribution and speciation in Utah birds. Utah
Acad. Proc, 37:13-36.

Bent, A. C. 1950. Life histories of North American wagtails, shrikes, vireos,

and their allies. Smithsonian Inst. U. S. Nat. Mus., Bull. 197. 411 p.

De.\rborn, N. 1907. Catalogue of a collection of birds from Guatemala. Field

Mus. Natur. Hist. Pub. 125 Ornithol. ser., 1:60-138.

Oberholser. H. C. 1932. Description of new birds from Oregon, chiefly from
the Warner Valley region. Sci. Pub. Cleveland Mus. Natur. Hist. 4:1-12.

Sibley, C. G. 1940. The Warbling Vireo of the Cape District of lower Cali-

fornia. Condor, 42:255-258.

Twomey. a. C. 1942. The birds of the L^inta Basin, LTtah. Ann. Carnegie Mus.
27:341-490.

Woodbury. A. M., C. Cott.\m, and J. W. Sugden. 1949. Annotated check-list

of the birds of Utah. Univ. Utah Biol. Ser., 11 (2): 1-40.

Woodbury, A. M. and H. N. Russell, Jr. 1945. Birds of the Navajo countrv.

Bull. Univ. Utah. 35(14): 1-160.

WoRTHEN. G. L. 1968. The taxonomy and distribution of the birds of the

southeastern Great Basin, Utah. Unpublished Masters Thesis, Univ. Utah
589 p.


